
Inspection of Fire Station Day Nursery
The Old Fire Station, Manchester Road, Mossley, Ashton-under-Lyne OL5 9BB

Inspection date: 8 June 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children eagerly bounce into this welcoming and secure setting. Babies beam at 
staff as they pull themselves up to standing. They have close bonds with the caring 
and motivated staff. Managers create a curriculum to support children to be 
independent, curious, confident and ready for their next stage of learning. This is 
planned and sequenced as children move through the setting. Babies are 
encouraged to make simple choices by pointing or crawling to toys. As they 
develop, they start to verbalise their thinking, and toddlers are able to make more 
complex choices. By pre-school, children are discussing play projects. For example, 
they decide to make an obstacle course and work together to plan and set out the 
resources needed. Staff expectations are high. Children make good progress and 
show a 'can-do' attitude.

The on-site cook works with children and staff to develop an understanding of 
healthy lifestyles. Children delight in using the herbs they have grown outside in 
their food preparation. Dietary requirements and preferences are well catered for, 
with robust systems in place to keep children safe. Staff model behaviour well, and 
children show lovely manners. Mealtimes are enjoyable and social as children chat 
with friends. Hygiene routines are well considered, and children learn self-care 
tasks such as toileting and handwashing.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The well-established management team supports staff well through supervision, 
observation and role modelling. Learning from training is used to improve 
practice. For example, staff use language screening tools to help identify 
children's communication needs. All children are appropriately supported in their 
language development. 

n Children's learning environments are planned with lots of opportunities for 
children to build their physical skills. Children benefit from the soft-play area 
where they can climb, roll, jump and balance. Children develop their large 
muscles and physical skills. 

n Stories and songs are used to develop language. Babies copy actions to songs, 
joyfully clapping their hands to 'Wind the Bobbin Up'. Older children are 
confident in retelling familiar stories. Pre-school children have developed 
language well. They can communicate their needs, respond to requests and 
initiate interesting conversation. Children are confident communicators.

n Staff consider children's needs when planning the environment and activities. 
Children are generally well engaged. However, on occasion, the size of the 
group and the resources used can make it difficult for children to remain 
focused. This means that some children wait a long time for their turn. As a 
result, children stop listening and lose interest.
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n Parents speak highly of the support they and their children receive. The setting 
works with local schools to help children prepare for the transition to school. 
Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) are quickly 
identified, and support plans are implemented. Staff work closely with parents 
and agencies to support and monitor children's progress. Children, including 
children with SEND, make good progress. 

n Children generally behave well. When there are disagreements, staff interact 
quickly, modelling negotiation skills. Staff skilfully support children to 
acknowledge feelings and to think about what they can do to help themselves 
and their friends. Pre-school children vote to make decisions, for example 
choosing which story to read. Children learn strategies to make group decisions.

n The setting has a daily routine. Strategies are sometimes used to signify a 
transition, for example, music is played at tidy-up time. However, these 
transitions are not always obvious to children. This means children can become 
upset and are not engaged in the routine. 

n Development of mathematics is a strength. Staff and children use number 
language regularly, such as when counting animals in the sand tray. Older 
children concentrate on numbers in planned activities. They sequence numbers 
and count with ease. Staff increase children's learning. For example, they see 
how many number combinations children can use to make five. Children are 
developing good mathematical skills.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Managers and staff attend regular safeguarding training. They know the signs and 
symptoms of abuse and know what to do should they be concerned about the 
welfare of a child. Managers use a robust recruitment process, and staff are 
appropriately checked as suitable to work with children. Team meetings are used 
to share and update safeguarding knowledge. Staff deployment is considered well 
throughout the setting to help keep children safe. Paediatric first-aid training is 
completed regularly, and staff know what to do in the event of an emergency. The 
setting is safe and secure, with systems in place to ensure children cannot leave 
unsupervised. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n consider group size and the resources needed when planning activities so that 
children remain engaged and behaviour does not deteriorate

n think about ways to engage children in transitions in the daily routine, and use 
these strategies consistently, to help children feel secure.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2721486

Local authority Tameside

Inspection number 10294884

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 150

Number of children on roll 141

Name of registered person Kids Zone Nursery Group Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number 2721492

Telephone number 01457 834 890

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Fire Station Day Nursery registered in 2023. It is located in Mossley, in Manchester. 
The nursery is one of seven settings in the Kids Zone Nursery Group. It operates 
Monday to Friday, from 7.30am to 6pm, all year round, except for bank holidays 
and one week at Christmas. It currently employs 21 childcare staff, including the 
manager. Of these, two members of staff hold an appropriate early years 
qualification at level 6, one holds a qualification at level 5, and 12 hold a 
qualification at level 3. The nursery provides funded education for two-, three- and 
four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lynn Richards
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The deputy managers, manager and inspector completed a learning walk 
together of all areas of the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n Children spoke to the inspector about what they enjoy doing while at the 
setting.

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The inspector carried out a joint observation of an activity with the deputy 
manager.

n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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